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Emerald Islet

Sail to a remote, mysterious island off the coast of Ireland

A round seven m i les nor t hea st of
Ireland’s most northerly point, Malin
Head, lies a tiny green island. Inishtrahull
(Inis Trá Tholl in Irish) is little known even
to the Irish—island residents were subject
to a compulsory evacuation in 1928—but
it’s a beautiful place, and one that recently
became more accessible to visitors.
No ferr y reaches Inishtrahull, but
those who wish to venture out to the
island can book a day trip on the luxury
yacht The Amazing Grace. The cruises,
which accommodate up to 12 guests, set
sail from Bunagee Pier, on Donegal’s
Inishowen Peninsula. The journey out
takes around an hour and a half (keep
your eyes open for dolphins and basking
sharks in the water), and, upon arrival,
skipper Eddie Doherty, who has been
exploring the island since he was a child,
will point out historic features such as
an old schoolhouse, a graveyard, and the
ruins of stone cottages.
“You can see how simple life was,”
Doherty says. “They all had their own
bit of ground for vegetables, and cattle
for milk and homemade butter. The men
went fishing. If they would see a passing
ship, they would do a bit of bartering,
maybe swapping fish for a barrel of rum
or whiskey or diesel.”
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