(18| METRO HERALD Tuesday, June 19,202 b

features@metroherald.ie
to advertise call: 01705 5010

ZAGREB: Most tourists
head to the Croatian coast,
but the capital is also worth
a look-in By Yvonne Gordon

Mediterranean & Holy Land
Cruise on 20th October
11 nights only €1285pp

Departing from Civitavecchia (Rome)

Ports of call include:
Alanya, Turkey
Limassol, Cyprus
Haifa, Israel
Ashdod, Israel
Port Said, Egypt

Alexandria, Egypt

turn flights from Dublin, 11 night

t to availability.

For more information or to book call
uson (01) 5140389
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E walk through
the cobbled
streets. It’s dark
but we have
lanterns and the
streets are lit by flickering gas
lamps. We’re following a young
woman being led away by the
nightwatchman — she has just
been accused of witchcraft.
Suddenly there’s a sound of
horses approaching. A man in a
red cloak on a white horse
gallops past and rescues the girl
from her captors.

It sounds like a dream, but we
are on the Secrets Of Gric tour
in Zagreb, Croatia, learning the
legends and mysteries of Gric,
or Gradec, the medieval part of
the city. The tour is based on the
novel Witch Of Gric, with
theatrical performances played
out under the moonlight.

However, I feel like I have
been on a ‘secrets of Zagreb’
tour for the last few days —
unlocking the secrets of the
Croatian capital itself. On the
way from the airport, the taxi
driver shares the first gem — that
everybody goes to the city
centre for coffee, every day. It’s
one of the rituals. ‘Even during
work,” he says. I decide to head
to the main square to experience
it, expecting a lot of touristy
outdoor cafés, but when I get to
Ban Jelacic Square, I only see
two, so I park myself in one,
order a coffee and watch the
world go past. The square is
busy, with bright blue trams
coming and going.

Admiring the architecture, [
realise that Zagreb itself has
been nearly kept secret, as so
much tourism in Croatia focuses

Unloclnng the secrets

on the coast. With its grand
boulevards, parks and 19th
century architecture (Zagreb
was part of the Austro-
Hungarian empire until 1918)
and its medieval city, there’s
plenty to see but it’s not full of
tourists. The city escaped major
damage during the 1991-1995
Croatian War of Independence
(although there was some loss
of life) and now, like the rest of
the country, it’s getting ready to
join the EU in 2013.

Looking around, most shop
signs are in Croatian. On a side
street, an old-fashioned-looking
travel agent is next to a camera
shop, a bank and then a designer
handbag shop. It’s a welcome
respite from the H&M/Zara/
Mango combination that
dominates many European city
centres, and there are lots of
local designers.

I join a walking tour which
starts in the Lower Town,
strolling the seven parks and
tree-lined boulevards of the

Green Horseshoe, passing the
elegant Croatian Academy of
Sciences and Arts and the neo-
baroque Croatian National
Theatre.

Benches are full of people
relaxing in the heat. Hela, our
guide, says people live outdoors.
“Whenever we have free time,
we are on the street, having a
coffee. People don’t plan, they
just walk, meet friends and stay
out,’ she says.

As we near the city centre, |
soon discover the coffee culture
secret — that it’s on the terraces
in the pedestrianised side streets
where the real caf€ action is
(rather than the main square),
with rows and rows of outdoor
cafés.

We walk to Dolac open-air
food market, where fruit and
vegetables are piled high under
red parasols and noisy traders
and shoppers haggle over prices.
Here on Saturdays from noon,
the ritual for the locals is Spica —
where they dress up to show off,

visit the market and, of course,
have a coffee.

Nearby is the Upper Town,
Zagreb’s historical centre based
on two separate towns from the
11th and 13th centuries —
Gradec, and Kaptol, home of a
huge neo-gothic cathedral.
Although you can reach the
Upper Town on a tiny funicular,
there are also lots of secret
entrances, with steps and paths
up — go through the archway at
14 Ilica and a courtyard at the
back leads to tree-lined steps.

We enter through the Stone
Gate — built in the Middle Ages,
it’s the last remaining of the four
city gates. Inside, there’s a
shrine to Our Lady of the Stone
Gate, patron saint of the city.

In the Upper Town, the Zagreb
City Museum has some
interesting artefacts dating from
750BC, but one of the most
fascinating features is the old
city walls which lay hidden for
hundreds of years and were
discovered during renovations of
the building in the 1990s.

In the evening, leaving the
Upper Town, we pass the
‘lantern lighter’ and discover
another secret of the city — the
267 gas lamps of the Upper
Town are lit every evening at
sunset by hand. It’s a fitting end
to a day unlocking some of the
secrets of Zagreb.

Croatia Airlines flies from
London Gatwick to Zagreb from
€98 return or Dublin to Zagreb
from €435 return, see www.
croatiaairlines.com or call +38
51 667 6555.
www.zagreb-touristinfo.hr.
www.croatia.hr.

TRAVEL DEALS OF THE WEEK

M Destination: Blue Cruise Turkey.
Price: From €295 — buy one, get
second half price.

Details: Four-days on a Turkish gulet.
Contact: Intrepid. Tel: (01) 524 0071.
www.intrepidtravel.com/
alittlebitofadventure.

M Destination: Torbole, Lake Garda.
Price: From €449 per person.
Details: Seven nights at the three-
star Villa Alberta, includes flights,
transfers & luggage allowance.
Departs Jun 23. Must be booked on

Ref: 788146. Child age 211.

Contact: American Holidays. Tel: (1)
673 3894. www.american
holidays.com

M Destination: Sicily.

Price: From €11 person per night.
Details: New! Accommodation only.
Any Destination. Any Duration. The
Choice is Yours! Staying in a two-star
hotel on a self-catering basis from
€11 per person per night. Travel Aug
27 to Sep 30. Price includes
accommodation only.
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NEW TANNING SALON | 7 .
OPENING TUESDAY =
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Opening special offer
25 euro - 38 min

RETURN FLIGHT ONLY (Tmin only 66 cents!!!) Jun19/20. Contact: Sunway. Tel: (01) 2311800.
+€199! ) With every tanning session Contact: Topflight. Tel: (01) 240 1700.  www.sunway.ie
Many more offerk5' | tanning lotion free!!! www.topflight.ie. M Destination: Barbados.
available, just as! This offers sxpires 15.07.2012 M Destination: Boston & Cape Cod.  Price: €499pp (€819 incl taxes).
Prices include 7 nights Price: €799 per person incl taxes. Details: Seven nights at the three-
a:::m;‘:ga;g:érf:;gflg;gg'g“es- Milke Vin Abboy Street, Dubie 1 Details: Family of 2+2 staying three star Coconut Court Beach Resort
allowance and taxes. T&C's apply. tol, ."mmﬂﬂb .‘Z):W 473 nights at the three-star Boston hotel ~ B&sB. Departs Sep 17.

& four nights at the three-star Cape

Contact: Travelmood. Tel: (01) 433
Cod hotel with car hire. Travel Oct.

1023. www.travelmood.ie.

Visit www.topflight.ie
or your local travel agent
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