GONE ARE THE BLUE RINSE BUFFET GRAZERS - LIFE ON
THE HIGH SEAS IS SURPRISINGLY LIBERATING WITH A

CROP OF NEW SHIPS OFFERING ACTIVITIES FOR YOUNG
AND OLD. YVONNE GORDON FINDS HER SEA LEGS

'm standing under the ship

that could be mistaken for

a row of apartment blocks

all joined together. It's the
Ruby Princess and at nearly 1,000
feet long and 18 decks high, it’s
currently towering over the docks
in Venice.

I can’t believe something this
size can float. Before I can think
about it too much, I'm on board
with a map of the ship, looking
for my cabin. I pass through a
massive casino. It’s tacky, with
rows of blinking slot machines.
Something about slot machines

on ships reminds me of a car ferry.

I wonder what I have let myself
in for.

The Ruby Princess weighs
113,000 tonnes and can take 3,080
passengers. My stateroom (as
cabins are called) is on deck five,
which is also home to a large
atrium —the Piazza —as well as a
wine bar, art gallery and internet
café.

Eating is one of the
highlights of a cruise —food is
included — and there’s no shortage
of options, from colourful buffets
to more formal restaurants or
pool-side pizzerias. Add the
swimming pools, jacuzzis,
nightclubs, theatres and bars, as
well as shops, library, spa, gym
and wedding chapel, and it’s
like a mini city. I realise I won't

have to go near the casino for
entertainment after all.

We're in Venice until the
next morning so we take a water
shuttle into one of the most
romantic cities in the world, past
the ornate buildings and domes
—a big contrast to the modernity
of the ship. Soon we are exploring
the narrow streets and watching
the gondolas glide past on the
canals. We arrive back to the ship
as the sun is setting and there’s
enough time for a dip in the pool
while admiring the beautiful
views over Venice.

We have a pre-dinner drink
by the piano in the Piazza, a great
place for people-watching with
glass lifts going up and down
and people coming and going.
I'm amazed at the age range of
the passengers —it’s a lot younger
than I thought. It blows away
my preconception of cruises
only being for the stinking rich
or the elderly. There’s all ages
and nationalities, with lots of
Europeans and Americans in
particular, and nobody dripping
in bling.

After a great dinner I sleep
soundly in my comfy cabin. The
next morning we sail out of the
Lagoon and past St Mark’s square
escorted by pleasure boats. Seeing
the city from such a height gives
a fantastic perspective and great

TOP TIPS FOR
CRUISING

When booking, check

flight prices to your cruise
departure point at the same
time or fly out a day early -
flights to popular ports can
fill up on departure days.

Look out for special

offers - cruises are cheaper
off-peak such as in January
or February and most
cruise lines have special
offers during the year.

Learn some cruise
terminology before you

go - it's good to know what
things like ‘muster station’,
‘port side” and ‘purser’
mean.

Internet and mobile calls
can be expensive on board -
if you need to stay in touch,
use an internet café when
you visit a port.

Find out if the ship has
US or European electrical
sockets and bring a travel
adaptor plug.

Clockwise from
top left: The Ruby
Princess at sea;
Venice, one of

the stops on the
Mediterranean
cruise; Fine dining
on board.

photo opportunities.

We spend a relaxing
day at sea — with plenty
of sun loungers on deck,
it's easy to find a quiet
area to chill out while the
ship glides along. There’s
also a huge programme of
activities, from dancing,
arts and crafts to sports
and games, if you want
to be more active. I
realise that I have gone
from being slightly dubious
about going on a cruise to being
completely sold on the idea
within just 24 hours.

This Mediterranean cruise
goes from Venice to Barcelona
over 12 days, stopping in Athens,
Kusadasi and Istanbul in Turkey,
Mykonos in Greece, Naples, Rome
and Florence in Italy and Monte
Carlo along the way. Even though
you are stopping at city after city,
cruising is a very relaxing way
to travel; you never have to pack,
unpack, wait at an airport or carry
luggage. You just step off the
ship with what you need for the
day. There’s also something very
elegant about sailing in or out of
a port.

Next morning we arrive
in Athens. We're booked on a
morning tour to the Acropolis. It's
packed as some other cruise ships
have also docked and all the tour
buses arrive at the same time.I
vow to return another quieter
time. The next day we're in
Kusadasi, to explore the ancient
city of Ephesus. It’s also packed
— 20,000 Visitors are expected as
four other ships have also arrived,
so our tour leaves at 6.45am.
Tours are optional extras on the
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cruise and being herded onto
tour buses rather than choosing
what day you get to explore an
attraction is one of the drawbacks,
but hey, if you get to see the
Acropolis one day, Ephesus the
next, and Istanbul the following
day, without any hard work, it’s a
small price to pay. Plus, there’s a
whole city to explore when you
get back on board. B

travel file

An outside cabin for the 12-
day Grand Mediterranean
cruise with Princess Cruises
starts at €1755pp all-
inclusive (does not include
alcohol) and a balcony

cabin starts from €2,657.
Prices do not include air or
transfers. Check with your
local travel agent for special
offers, call 01 4793258 or
see princesscruises.com.
Princess cruises has 115
different cruises to 350
ports of call.





